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Two former Far Eastern Division
workers honored

From January, 2006, DentalGram

4 [ \he Department of Health of the General Conference has
honored two former Far Eastern Division workers.

The Medal of Distinction, the department’s highest honor,
was presented to Dr. James Crawford, of Loma Linda, and Don A
Roth, of Yucaipa, in a ceremony held at the Loma Linda
University Church on Sabbath, December 10.

Dr. Alan Handysides, Director of the Department of Health
Ministries of the General Conference, gave the honor in the form
of a plaque of appreciation to the pair. He was in Loma Linda to
attend board meetings of Loma Linda University.

Until his retirement, Dr. Crawford was an assistant to the
dean of the School of Dentistry of Loma Linda University. For
ten years he was an Associate Director of the Department of
Health of the General Conference in charge of dental affairs.
After graduating from Loma Linda, Crawford went to Thailand
where he served as a missionary dentist for many years.

Pastor Roth has been retired since 1990 but still works part-
time as the General Conference Secretariat Representative on
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the Campus of Loma Linda
University. He was honored
by the health department
for his 15 years of work in
the General Conference
Secretariat in recruiting
physicians and dentists and
also for his 15-year work in
retirement keeping alive
and well the Deferred
Mission Appointment pro-
gram of the General
Conference.

In the Far East Roth
served as an associate

Alan Handisides, left, MD presents
James Crawford, D.D.S., center, and
Elder Don Roth with the Medal of
Secretary of the Far Eastern  Distinction, the highest honor of the

Division from 1965 to 1975
when he was elected as an
Associate Secretary of the
General Conference. He handled the affairs of the FED for ten
years before his retirement.

Dr. Handysides told the nearly 2,000 persons attending a
regular church service at the University Church that the pair
was selected by the staff of the Department of Health for their
accomplishments in denominational health programs.

Seventh-day Adventist Church's
Department of Health.
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GUYANA - Our most urgent need is for
relief coverage in what was formerly called

in June 2006. Airfare, housing, vehicle, and a
stipend will be provided.

Kinzer and Burns

Dr. Eldon Carmon hon-
ored for contributions to
Adventist Dentistry

Convention ’05 photos

Frontline: Kabul and
Lusaka missions

The president’s report

British Guyana. This is a small 2 chair startup
clinic in our small hospital in Georgetown. Our
dentist there needs to take 3 months furlough
& maternity leave, starting about Feb. 20,
2006.

This is a growing program, and there are
plans for a future new outpatient clinic.
Airfare, housing, help with local transport, &
stipend will be provided.

AFGHANISTAN - For those who cannot
go for 6 weeks or 3 months, how about an
expenses paid trip to Afghanistan. See the arti-
cle on page 6. Minimum of 3 weeks.

LILONGWE - This is a nice medical/den-
tal clinic in the capital city of Malawi. We
need furlough coverage for 3 months starting

YAOUNDE - Due to unforeseen circum-
stances, our dental clinic in Yaounde, Cameroon,
with 4 national dentists working, may be in need
of a clinic director as early as April, 2006. This is
a 2-6 month need.

TRINIDAD (Community Hospital SDA Dental
Clinic) — Short-term and long-term coverage.

PENANG, MALAYSIA - Short-term and
Long-term coverage by an OMFS in the hospital
dental department.

Please contact Dr. Quint Nicola at
909.558.4607, via email NASDAD@Ilu.edu, or
gnicola@llu.edu, if you are interested in being of
service in one of these mission clinics.



d their son Craig A. Kinzer, D.D.S. of Jackson,
CA., four grandchildren and his step-brother, Daniel Mayer of
Lindsay, CA.

The family has suggested that memorial gifts may be sent to
the Loma Linda University School of Dentistry scholarship fund
in Dr. Kinzer’s name. Gifts should be addressed to the
Development Office, Loma Linda University School of Dentistry,
Loma Linda, CA 92350

Albert E. Burns, D.M.D.

Dr. Al Burns was
born in 1922 in
Duncan, Oklahoma. He
graduated from The
Dental School of The
University of Oregon in
1946 and devoted his
professional live to the
practice of Oral
Surgery. His first prac-
tice was in Klamath
Falls, OR. In the early
1950’s he was invited to
join the faculty at Loma
Linda University School
of Dentistry. He was on
the faculty of the School
of Dentistry for 10
years, serving as the Chair of Oral Surgery from 1958 to 1961.
He was instrumental in the interviewing, with Dr. M. Webster
Prince, founding Dean, of prospective faculty members.

Dr. Burns was an active member of NASDAD, serving as
president in 1955-’56 when the Annual meeting was held in
Atlantic City, NJ.

From 1974 to 1977 he served, with his wife Elinore, in
Salisbury, Rhodesia meeting the dental needs of the local popula-
tion and teaching at the University of Rhodesia.

Upon returning to the US, Dr. Burns established an oral sur-
gery practice in Riverside, CA and later in Mariposa, CA. At the
same time he taught part time at the University of Southern
California. Following full retirement he and his wife traveled
across the US and Canada teaching the NEW START Lifestyle
and Diabetic Reversal Program.

Dr. Burns passed away on December 1, 2005. A memorial
service was held on December 18 at the Sonora Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Dr. Burns is survived by his wife, seven chil-
dren, 12 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.
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Dr. Eldon Carmon honored for
contributions to Adventist Dentistry

By James Crawford, D.D.S.

1 j r. Eldon Carman holds a unique place in the history of

Dentistry within the Seventh-day Adventist Church. He
graduated from Emory University School of Dentistry in 1947
and practiced general dentistry and then orthodontics in
Marietta, Georgia for most of his professional career. Although
NASDAD was started in 1943, it became a recognized dental
association at the American Dental Association meeting in
Boston in 1947. Dr. Carman became part of NASDAD leadership
during the next few years. He was part of the group who gave
birth, in 1953, to the current Loma Linda University School of
Dentistry (LLUSD).

In 1959 NASDAD published the first issue of The Journal of
the National Association of Seventh-day Adventist Dentists. It
was a journal to be proud of and Dr. Carman was its first editor.
Many letters of congratulations were received regarding the con-
tent and quality of the journal. In that first issue, Dr. Carman
wrote a very thought provoking article on the appointment of
dental secretaries for the conferences of the church. He outlined
some of the possible objectives, duties, and activities of the
potential position and suggested that study be given to imple-
mentation of this creative idea. It is no wonder that when the
Southern Union decided to pick up on this idea they requested
Dr. Carman to put his concepts to work in their Union. In a very
short time every conference in the Southern Union had their
dental secretary appointed to organize dental activities for their
schools, churches, and communities.

In 1961 Dr. Carman became president of NASDAD. In his
first report to the Association he reported that four union confer-
ences and 21 local conferences had appointed dental secretaries.

One of their responsibili-
ties was to encourage
local young people to
seriously consider the
profession of dentistry
as a life’s work.

Another of Dr.
Carman’s passions was
to see graduates from
LLUSD go as mission-
aries to foreign coun-
tries. In 1961 Dr. Ray
Wahlen, ’57 and fami-
ly went to Korea, and
Dr. Jim Crawford and
family went to Thailand. In the next two years ten
more graduates of LLUSD were appointed to mission service. It
became very obvious that when Dr. Eldon Carman gets involved
thoughts and dreams turn into action.

In 1972 the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
recognized that this notion of dental missionaries was a good one
and needed some nourishing attention. They felt that they need-
ed a person at the Adventist world headquarters to organize,
guide, assist, recruit, and in all ways give attention to this new
phase of missionary work. They looked carefully and found the
obvious best choice to be Dr. Eldon Carman. He accepted the
responsibility and the rest is written in dental clinics around the
world. For 23 fruitful years Dr. Carman gave unstintingly of his
time, enthusiasm, and wise counsel to extablish well over 100
additional clinics in areas of the world where excellent dental
care had not been available.

NASDAD, LLUSD, and the world church of Seventh-day
Adventists salutes with dignity, pride, and deep gratitude this
gentle man who has led us with distinction and humility.

Dr. Carman was honored by NASDAD and the SDA Church
at the recent NASDAD meeting in Philadelphia.

Quint Nicola, D.D.S., right. presents Dr.
Carman with a crystal plaque in honor
of his 23 years of service to the Dental
Mission program of NASDAD and the
SDA church.

Eldon Carman, D.D.S. holds
the Medal of Distinction and
Medallion. A replica plaque is
on permanent display in the
SDA GC headquarters.

Alan Handysides, M.D., left, outlines the 23 years of service of Eldon
Carman, D.D.S., center, during the presentation of the Medal of
Distinction from the Health Department of the General Conference of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Quint Nicola, D.D.S., current
Director, International Dental Affairs looks on.
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Your mission money still
working to help people

by Quint Nicola
Direcotr, International Dental Affairs

- KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

ast April I visited

Afghanistan along with
Mr. Jerry Daly, Dr. Tom Jutzy,
and Dr. Roy Jutzy. It was my
third visit, and each time I am
impressed with the strength
and resilience of these people.

The people of Afghanistan

have endured the invading
forces of Alexander, the
Bhuddists, the Mongols,
Genghis Khan, Tamerlane, the
British, Nazis, Japanese,
Russians, and now the
Americans are there. In spite of
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Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan, where dentists are
needed to staff a dental clinic.

years of war and chaos they are now looking forward with hope
and determination to succeed.

What a historical place to visit!

Dr. Gordon Hadley has been going to Kabul for years to help
teach medical students, and LLU has had people there for sever-
al years. Now LLU has been asked to restore & manage the
Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital in Kabul. The facility, which was
heavily damaged at the end of the war, has been rebuilt and US
AID is funding the setup & operation of the hospital on an inter-
im basis. Plans are underway to open a dental clinic where the
many expatriates in the country working for various charitable
organization can be treated, as well as local Afghans.

People are needed who can help set up the clinic, rotate
through to provide coverage, and mentor local dentists & stu-
dents. Operative dentistry beyond exodontia is virtually unavail-
able in this country. An understanding of a loving compassionate
God who wants to be our Father is desperately needed. If you
can help for 3 weeks to 3 months, call now!
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